




Jesus wants you to have abundant life while Satan wants to snuff out your life.

Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone 
to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. 1 Peter 5:8 (NLT)


Satan wants to take you out of the fight or take the fight out of you.

God’s Spirit, who is in you, Is greater than the devil, who is in the world. 1 John 4:4 (NCV)


Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm 
against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers 
and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 
heavenly places. Ephesians 6:10-12 (NLT)

God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons 
of the best materials. And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your 
way. This is no weekend war that we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a 
life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels. Ephesians 6:10-12 (MSG)


Satan tells us its not a big deal and we stop caring about what we should care about.

Engaging in the battle means:


• We start caring about what we have been apathetic about.

• We do what we may not want to do because it’s the necessary thing to do.


















When things don’t go our way we get offended.










When we allow offenses we become divided.

Every kingdom divided against itself is ruined. A house divided against itself falls. Luke 11:17 (NLT)


When experience isolation we get discouraged.

How to dig deep to be a loving church:


We identify the real enemy.

People are not your enemy.

Leadership is not your enemy.


12  For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bodies—the evil 
rulers of the unseen world…Ephesians 6:12 (TLB) 


We give others the benefit of the doubt.

Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's faults because of 
your love. Ephesians 4:2 (NLT)


We commit to loving each other scripturally.

We go to the person.


"If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—… Matthew 18:15a (MSG) 

We keep it between us.


…work it out between the two of you. If he listens, you've made a friend. Matthew 18:15b (MSG)


Ask for help.

If he won't listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things 
honest, and try again. Matthew 18:16 (MSG) 


We seek to understand others.

Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be 
kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. Ephesian 
4:31-32 (NLT)


We open our heart to new opportunities to love.
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VISION
Have Questions? Text them to: (559)-464-5754

Questions that can be used in Connection Groups:
These questions also work well for personal time with God.

What scripture and/or point spoke most to you from the Talk on Sunday? Explain why?

• Do you live with an awareness of the spiritual battle you are in? 

• Talk about the two points under the sub-heading: “Engaging in the battle means”. What are some 

things we need to do that we don’t necessarily want to do, that help us engage in the battle?

• How does allowing ourselves to be offended hurt us in the spiritual battle? 

• Why is division so dangerous for our church (or any church)?

• When we have conflict with people how can we remind ourselves that people are not the enemy?

• What happens in us spiritually when people become our enemy? 

• Why is the Matthew18 principle so important? (Besides the fact Jesus said to do it)

• Why is it so easy to talk with others rather than the person we have issues with? How does the 

enemy use this against the church?

• What are some ways we can seek to understand others when there are issues between us?

• Why is it important to maintain an open heart for new opportunities to love? Why does the enemy 

try to get us to close our heart to new opportunities to love? 

To Creatively love and lead people 

in a growing relationship with Jesus.



Doing life together

Today’s Talk.. 

“Loving Church”
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